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Candidates from the Organisation Politique Lavalas (OPL), supported by President Jean Bertrand
Aristide, won decisively in the makeup elections held on Aug. 13. The government held the makeup
elections for 41 races in 21 towns in eight of Haiti's nine departments where ballots had been
destroyed or polling stations had not opened during the June 25 local and parliamentary elections
(see NotiSur, 07/07/95, 07/21/95, and 08/18/95). Turnout in the makeup election was low, with
estimates ranging between 30% and 50% of eligible voters, raising concerns in some sectors of
the international community about the integrity of the Haitian electoral process. Most observers,
however, said considerable progress had been made in correcting the problems that plagued the
first-round balloting.
The provisional electoral council (CEP) announced the results on Aug. 22. Candidates from the proAristide Lavalas party took 10 Senate seats and 11 in the Chamber of Deputies. Among the Senate
winners was Renaud Bernardin, a former planning minster and close Aristide friend. With the first
round now complete, the OLP has already won 11 of the 27 Senate seats, since OLP candidates
gained an absolute majority in those communities, making a runoff election unnecessary. Seven
seats will be determined in the second round and nine senators who were elected in 1990 will
continue in power until 1996.
In the Chamber of Deputies, Aristide supporters now hold 27 of the 83 seats, with the remainder
to be decided in the runoff. The OPL is expected to control both houses of Congress. US assistant
secretary of state Strobe Talbott made a two-day trip to Haiti in mid-August to try to resolve
the post-electoral political impasse, in which many political parties are threatening to boycott
the runoff elections, set for Sept. 17, as well as the elections for a successor to President Aristide
scheduled for later this year. Talbott met with Aristide and UN Secretary General Boutros Boutros
Ghali's special envoy Lahkdar Brahimi while in Port-au-Prince. "Those discussions are expected
to concentrate on the conditions under which all political parties would agree to participate in a
parliamentary electoral process and in the presidential elections to be held at the end of this year,"
State Department spokesperson David Johnson said on the eve of Talbott's visit. Johnson called the
June elections, which most outside observers accepted as legitimate despite their problems, "free,
fair and fouled up."
After the visit, Talbott said he had "good discussions" with Haitian officials during his two-day visit,
but added that the rival parties' boycott threat had not been settled. Talbot said it will be difficult
to find a formula that will convince opposition parties not to boycott runoff elections expected in
September. Opposition parties are demanding that the entire June 25 elections be invalidated, while
the US has suggested identifying a relatively few districts where elections could be repeated. The
opposition has also insisted that the electoral council be replaced, something the US considers
unrealistic because it would further delay the runoff elections. Washington says the reorganization
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of the electoral council should be done after the September runoffs. After the intense criticisms of
the CEP following the first round, two members, including former CEP president Anselme Remy,
resigned and two new members were named by Aristide.
The council says it will do everything possible to improve the process for the runoff elections. The
new CEP president said that the council will place election officials at individual polling stations
to supervise the election and the government will help finance rival political parties and give them
three weeks to campaign before the runoffs are held. "All necessary measures will be taken for
better organization and to avoid irregularities," said new CEP president Pierre-Michel Sajous. A
note of optimism came on Aug. 22 when opposition leader and former senator Turneb Delpe of the
Front National pour le Changement et la Democratie (FNCD) said that a committee would be set
up with representatives of all political parties to reorganize the electoral commission. Delpe said
the idea arose after Aristide met with political leaders to find a solution to the crisis. Leaders from
the Parti Nationaliste Progressiste Revolutionnaire (PANPRA), the Comite National du Congres
des Mouvements Democratiques (KONAKOM) and the OPL were among the meeting participants.
(Sources: Associated Press, 08/18/95, 08/22/95; Deutsche Press Agentur, Notimex, 08/22/95; Reuter,
08/17/95, 08/18/95, 08/22/95, 08/23/95; Agence France-Presse, 08/17/95, 08/22/95, 08/23/95)
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